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"She means to tear society up
by the roots”

James Callaghan about
Thatcher’s win, 1979 (quoted in

Stuart Hall, The Hard road to
renewal)



Nupidw TIC TTAATEG HOU OTO HEAAOV
2 Tixol-Mouaoikn: Alovuong Toakvng
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William Morris, The Dream of John Ball

* «... Ol QvOpwTTOI TTAAEUOUV KaI YavouV Tn axn,
KOl TO TTPAYUA VIO TO OTTOIO TTAAEWAV EPXETAI
TTapd TNV NTTA TOUC, KOl OTAV £PXETAI TTPOKUTTTE
OTI OEV NTAV AUTO TTOU Evvoouaay, Kal AAAOI
AvOPWTTOI TTPETTEI VO TTAAEWPOUV YIA AQUTO TTOU
gvvoouoav LE Eva aAAo ovouax

* “men fight and lose the battle, and the thing that
they fought for comes about in spite of their
defeat, and when it comes turns out not to be
what they meant, and other men fight for what
they meant under another name”



Wendy Brown, “Resisting Left Melancholia”
in: Eng & Kazanjian, Loss: The Politics of Mourning

O MTrévyiauiv utTovoEi 0TI Ta aloBiuaTta Ta idla yivovtal TTPAYPaATA YIa TOV aploTEPO
MEAQYXOAIKO O OTTOIOG «ETTAIPETAI €GIOOU YIa TA iXvN TTAAQIOTEPWY TTVEUUATIKWY
ayabwv 600 kal o1 aoToi yia Ta UAIKG Toug ayabar. KataArjyoupe va ayatrdape T
apIoTEPA pag TTA6n Kal Tov aplo'Tapo Hag AOGYo, TIG OPIOTEPEG WAG AVAAUCEIG Kal
TTETOIONCEIG, TTEPICOOTEPO OTT' O,TI AYOTIAUE TOV UTTAPKTO KOOHWO TOV OTIOi0
utToTiOeTal OTI BEAOUPE va a)\)\aﬁoupa ME QUTOUC TOUG OpoucC 1 To PMEAAOV TTOu Oa
ATAV CUMQWVO PE auTouc. H apioTtepr peAayxoAia, ev ouvTopia, gival TO Gvoua TTou
Oivel o Mévylapiv yia pia éveiun, ouvinenTikn, omoBodpopIKn TTPOodEDN O¢€ Eva
aioBnua, pia avaAuon, pia oxéon TTou €yive oav TIpAyUa Kal TTAywoe oTnv Kapdida
Tou UTToTIBépEVOU apioTepou. Av o PpoIvT utropei va Bonbnaoel edw, TTE N GUVONKN
QuTA KATA TEKUAPIO TTPOKUTITEI ATTO KATTOIO OKATOVOUOOTN omw)\ela Eva 10aVIKO
TTOU OUVETPIPN avopoAdynTa, Ta otroia ONAWVOVTal OTIG HEPES MAG ATTO TOUG OPOUG
Apiorepa, 2oaiaAiouog, Mapé, i Kivhua.

2iyoupa Ol OTTWAEIEG TNG APIOTEPAG €ival TTOAAEG OTIC MEPEC MAG VYIa QAAEC
MTTOpOUPE VO dwaoupe AGYO, yia AAAEG OxI. [...] AMG oTov Kougio TTupAva OAwv
QUTWV TWV ATTWAEIWY, IOWG OTOV TOTTO TOU TTOAITIKOU HOG QOUVEIOATOU, UATTWG
BpiokeTal £mioNg pia avopo)\oyr]m ATTWAEIQ —N UTTOOXEON OTI N APICTEPN avaAuon
Kal N apioTepny oTpdTeuon Ba Trapeixe o€ GOOUG TTPOOXWPNACOUV O€ QUTHV £va
OAQEG KAl Oiyoupo HOVOTTATI TTPOG TO ayaBo, 1o Oikailo kal 10 aAnbég; AutAq n
UTTOOXEON PNTTWG DeV aTTOTEAEDE TN AN Yia PeYAAO PEPOG TNG EUXAPIOTNONG HOG
TTIOU €iJaoTe OTNV APIOTEPG, KAl HOANIOTA YIO TNV QUTOEKTIUNGN UAG WG APIOTEPWV
KOl yld TN OUVTPOQIKOTNTA POG TIPOG TOUg GAAOUG apioTepous; Kal auth n ayarn
Oev eival Ouvatd va eykaTaAeipOei  xwpic va amaitnBei  évag  PIGIKOG
METOOXNUATIOPOG OTO id10 TO BepéAio TNG AyaTINg pag, atny idia pgag v IkavoetnTa
via TTOAITIKA aydTrn Kail TTpoodeon.



Wendy Brown, “Resisting Left Melancholia”
in: Eng & Kazanjianm Loss: The Politics of Mourning

Benjamin suggests that sentiments themselves become things for the Left
melancholic who “takes as much pride in the traces of former spiritual goods
as the bourgeois do in their material goods”. We come to love our Left
passions and reasons, our Left analyses and convictions, more than we love
the existing world that we presumably seek to alter with these terms or the
future that would be aligned with them. Left melancholia, in short, is
Benjamin’s name for a mournful, conservative, backward-looking
attachment to a feeling, analysis, or relationship that has been rendered
thinglike and frozen in the heart of the putative Leftist. If Freud is helpful
here, then this condition presumably issues from some unaccountable loss,
some unavowably crushed ideal, contemporarily signified by the terms Leff,
Socialism, Marx, or the Movement.

Certainly the losses, accountable and unaccountable, of the Left, are many.
[...] But in the hollow core of all these losses, perhaps in the place of our
political unconscious, is there also an unavowed loss —the promise that Left
analysis and Left commitment would supply its adherents a clear and certain
path toward the good, the right, and the true? Is not this promise that formed
the basis for much of our pleasure in being on the Left, indeed, for our
self/love as Leftists and our fellow feeling toward other Leftists? And this
love cannot be given up without demanding a radical transformation in the
very foundation of our love.



Wendy Brown, “Resisting Left Melancholia” - ouvéxeia

Qpoivt ¢avd: «Av n aydarrn yia TO QvTIKEiEVO —dia aydaTrn TTou Ogv eival duvatd va
EYKATOAEIQPOE €0TW Kal av  Exel eYKOTAAEIQOEl TO aQvTIKEINEVO- BpPel KOTAQUYIO OTN
VAPKIOOIOTIKN) TaUTION, TOTE TO WioOG KATOAQUBAVEI TO UTTOKOTACTOTO OVTIKEIUEVO: TO
KakopeTaxelpiCetal, 1o UuTroBIBAlEl, TO KAVEI va UTTOQPEPEl KOl ATTOKOMICEl OadIOTIKA
IKAVOTTOINON aTTé TOV TTOVO ToU». To KABAKoV pag AoIrov Ba ATav va JavTEWOoUUE TToIoG 1 Ti
gival autd TO UTTOKOTAOTOTO QVTIKEIYEVO. TI HICOUPE KATA TPOTTO WOTE VO UTTOPECOUUE VO
dlaTnPACOUUE TNV £€10AVIKEUON TNC POMAVTIKAC APIOTEPAC UTTOOXEONG;

AvUo oikeieg ammavTnoelg LETTNOAVE ATTO TTPOCPATOUG KAUYADEG KAl KATNYOPIEG EVAVTIO OTNV
apioTepd. H Tpwtn €ival €&va gUVOAO KOIVWVIKWY Kal TTOAITIKWY UOPQWHATWY TTou gival
YVWOTA JE TTOIKIAQ OVOUATA, OTTWG TTONITIOTIKEG TTOMITIKEG ] TTOMITIKEG TNG TAUTOTNTAG. ESW, N
OupBaTIKr Katnyopia atmd pia Pepida TNG aploTePdg gival OTI TTONITIKA KIVAUATA TTOU gival
PICwHEVA OTNV TTONITIOTIKA TAUTOTNTA —QUAETIKN, O€5O0UAAIKN), €BVOTIKA 1 €UQUAN- OXI POVO
aTroQevyel va avapepBei otn BepeAindn doun TNG VEWTEPIKOTNTAG, TOV KATIITAAIOHUO, KaI TO
BEPEAILOEC TOU HOPPWHMA, TIC KOIVWVIKEG TACEIC, OAAG €TTITTAEOV KATAKEPUATICOUV TNV
TIONITIK) EVEPYEIQ KOl TA EVOIAQPEPOVTA TNG APICTEPAG KATA TPOTTO WOTE YiveTal aduvatn n
ouykpéTnon ouvaoTmiopou. O  OelTePOG  €voxog emmiong €xel didgopa  ovoudta  —
METOOOUIOUOG, avaAuon AOyou, PETAUOVTEPVIOUOG, AOYOTEXVIKN Bewpia Tou oupuou TTou
TTapouaialeral w¢ TTOMITIKA avaAuon. Madi 1 xwpiotd, Ta U0 auTA QAIVOUEVA KpivovTal
utreUBuva yia Tov adUvapo, KOTAKEPUATIOPEVO KAl OTTOTTPOOAVOTOAIGUEVO XOPOKTAPA TNG
ouyxpovng apIoTePAG. (...) €iJAOTE [OPWG} UTTOXPEWHEVOI VO PWTHOOUUE: TTOIEG TITUXEG TNG
apioTePng avaiuong n opeoéof,lag £XOUV TTIa TTEPIEABEI O Papaopo, aAAG ol OTTadoi Toug
TTpoOoTATEUOVTAI OTTO TOV KivOUVO va TO avayvwpioouVv JE TO VO OTPEPOUV TAV TTPOCOXI TOUC
o€ OlapKeiG ETITTAACEIC EVAVTIA OTIC TTOMITIKEC TNG TAUTOTNTAG KAl TO JETAMOVTEPVIOUO;



Brown —cont.

Freud again: “If the love for the object —a love which cannot be given up
though the object itself is given up- takes refuge in narcissistic identification,
then the hate comes into operation on this substitutive object, abusing it,
debasing it, making it suffer and deriving sadistic satisfaction from its
suffering”. Now our challenge would be to figure out who or what is this
substitutive object. What do we hate that we might preserve the idealization
of our romantic Left promise?

Two familiar answers emerge from recent quarrels and reproaches on the
Left. The first is a set of social and political formations variously known as
cultural politics or identity politics. Here the conventional charge from one
portion of the Left is that political movements rooted in cultural identity —
racial, sexual, ethnic, or gendered- not only elide the fundamental structure
of modernity, capitalism, and its fundamental formation, class, but also
fragment Left political energies and interests such that coalition building is
impossible. The second culprit also has various names —post-structuralism,
discourse analysis, postmodernism, trendy literary theory got up as political
analysis. Together or separately, these two phenomena are held
responsible for the weak, fragmented, and disoriented character of the
contemporary Left. [...] We are forced to ask: What aspects of Left analysis
or orthodoxy have wilted on the vine for its adherents, but are safeguarded
from this recognition through the scornful attention heaped on identity
politics and poststructuralism?



Massimo Recalcati
Lo stile politico della paranoia. Note psicoanalitiche sull’invidia della vita
Forme di vita 4/2005

H Trapdavola okiaypa@eital wg pia ATEYKTN AVTIMETWTTION TNG AP@IBUUiag. To XwPIOTIKO
KaBEoTWG TNG TNV 00NYEI O€ IO POIPAiWG QAVTACIOKN EPUNVEIa TNG CUUPBOAIKAG TAGNG.
H didkpion petagu ayabou kal kakou, peTagu kahou kai emRAaBoUg, eTagu @idou Kal
exOpou, oTepEiTal HeEOOAABATEWV: O 6aopog TNG OMAdAG TTOU KUPIOPXEITAI ATTO QUTO TO
Oéua eival Evag deopdg TTOU OKANPUVETAl OUUVTIKA TTAVW OTNV OVTIBEON EC0WTEPIKO-
EGWTEPIKO, PIAOG-EXOPOC, OIKEIO-§EVO. To aTrOTEAETUA AUTAG TNG OKARpUvVONG gival OTI N
ONMIoUPYIKOTNTA OTEPEUEl, Buoia oTnv UTTEPAOTTION TNG OTTEINOUPEVNG TAUTOTNTOG.
EvokATTel N atmelAnl Tou §€vou Kal n opada, avTi va UTTOKEINEVOTIOINTEI TO §EVO WG TO
«OIKO TNG» KAKOV, TO TIPORBAAAEI TTPOG TO €GWTEPIKO, TIPOG TO OVTIKEINEVO TTOU WICEI.
Ooo o povo)\lelKr] gival n TTPoBoAn, 1600 0 HOVOAMIBIKA gival n oxdon Tmou dlaTNPEi
TNV opdda o€ amdéaTaon aTd TO OIKO TNG KAKOV KAl TTOU, KATA CUVETTEID, OTAPOTA TNV
Kivnon OnUIOUPYIKAG avatTugng Tng idlag Tng opddag. Eipaote £dw evwTriov €vog
VOUOU TToU OpiGel TN CUPTTANPWHATIKA AgIToupyia kaBe Beopou kal kaBe Kovwvikou
Oegpou: TTwG €ival duvato n arapaitnTn empBeRaiwon piag I01IAITEPOTNTAG YAG va PNV
egeAixBei avaykaia TTpog pia TTapavoikn utrepaoTion Tng; MNwg eivar duvato, pe GAAoug
OPOUG, VO XAPACOUPE TO OPIO TNG TAUTOTNTAG XWPIG VO £GWTEPIKEUOUNE OTOV GAAO-
ex0po Tnv ap@iBupia, dpa TN OUCTATIKA OIAIPECN TNG TOUTOTNTAG; To QVAKEIV €ival
OUCIWOEG YIa VO OPICOUME pia TAuTOTNTA, GAAG, OTTOU QUTO TeEivel va oKAnpUveTal
(TrTapavoikad), EKPAAAEl avaTTOPEUKTA O€E £va K)\alolpo atrévavTti otov AAAO Kal, apa, o€
Mia TTPOOOEUTIKA OTEIPWOTN TNG.



Lo stile politico della paranoia - ouvéxeia

AUTO OTO OTT0IO TEIVEI TO TTIOAITIKO UQOG TNG TTAPAVOIAG EiVal VO GEXWPIOE!
pidika TO 1010 amo TO AAAO pETATPETTOVIAG TO AAAO O€ TOTIO HIOG
ougoiwvng amoAauong amo Tnv oTroia 1o 1010 KAAEgiTal va TTPO0TATEUDEI.
‘ET01, 10 1010 apuveTal kavovTag adlameéPAcTo TO OUVOPO TOU, EVW N
ap(pleuplcx Ogixvel avTifetra Ot Ta oUvopa (HETALU iAoy Kal sxepou) givai
AVOYKAiwG OIATTAEKOUEVA. 2TNV TTAPAvVOIa AOITTOV eV UTTAPXEl au@IBupia,
aAAa etmiAuon TG ap@iBupiag peéow povotrAeupng dpvnong. H Trapavoikn
UTTEPAOTIION TNG TAUTOTNTOG OTTOBAETTEI VO KATAOTAOEI QVEQPIKTN KABE
AvapIign Ye TNV €TEPOTNTA. TO OUVOPO OEV €ival TTOPWOEG AAAA TTUKVWVEI
KOTA TPOTTO OTEIPO. 2TEPNHUEVN OUWG ATTO TN OIEAEUCN TNG TTPOG TOV AAAO,
n 10xXUg NG TAUTOTNTAG VO AUUVOEr KEVwVETal aveTTavopBwra. H
TTAPAVOIKN ApUVa appwaoTaivel Adyw uTeEPPBOANG Tou Tautdéonuou. Kabe
OUUPBOAIKA  Kivnon  oIkeloTToinong  Tou  €XBPIKOU  AVTIKEIUEVOU WG
armoTeAeopa piag TTOAITIKAG Tou 10I0U a@rvel Xwpo yia TN @avtasiakn
TTUPOdATNON  TNG AMPUVTIKAG  KOTAdIWENG OTTEvavTl OoTnV  UTTOTIBEEVN
OIWKTIKN 10XU Tou AAAOU.



